Honorary  Doctorate  to  Alfred  J.  B/asco 


Alfred  J.  Blasco 


Alfred  -J.  Blasco  will  receive  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Business  Administration 
at  the  Avila  commencement  exercises  on 
May  31.  Avila  College  will  confer  this  honor 
on  him  in  recognition  of  his  outstanding  con- 
tribution to  the  financial  growth  of  Kansas 
City,  his  civic  interest,  and  his  creative  deal- 
ing with  higher  education. 

In  speaking  of  this  honor,  Sister  Olive 
Louise,  President  of  Avila,  had  this  to  say: 
“Here  is  a man  whose  personal  life  and  firm 
faith  have  supported  a highly  intelligent  ap- 
proach to  business  and  successful  finance. 
He  attains  the  success  he  does  because  of  the 
unity  of  his  ideals  and  the  brilliance  of  his 
approach.  He  well  deserves  the  degree  of 
doctor  of  business  administration." 

Mr.  Blasco  is  the  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees  at  Avila  College  and  the  retiring 
chairman  of  the  board  of  councilors.  He  is 
Senior  Vice  President  of  ISC  Industries.  He 
has  been  associated  with  ISC  since  1935  and 


has  served  in  nearly  every  high  executive 
capacity,  including  president  and  chairman  of 
the  board. 

He  is  director  and  vice  chairman  of  Old 
Security  Life  Insurance  Company  and  Old 
Security  Casualty  Insurance  Company  and 
director  and  vice  president  of  U.  S.  Chemical 
Corporation.  He  is  chairman  of  the  board  of 
directors  for  Red  Bridge  Bank. 

He  was  the  national  president  of  the  Amer- 
ican Industrial  Bankers  Association  1956-7. 
He  is  the  past  president  of  American  Institute 
of  Banking,  Kansas  City  Chapter;  of  Bank 
Auditors  and  Controllers,  Kansas  City  Con- 
ference; of  Financial  Executives  Institute  of 
America,  Kansas  City  Chapter.  He  was  spec- 
ial lecturer  on  Consumer  Credit  for  Columbia 
University,  New  York,  and  for  the  University 
of  Kansas,  Lawrence. 

He  has  received  the  papal  honor  of  Knight 
of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  Knight  Commander, 
and  Knight  of  the  Grand  Cross.  In  1957  Tau 
Kappa  Epsilon  chose  him  Missouri  Business- 
man of  the  Year.  He  received  the  Community 
Service  Award  for  1959  from  the  Rockne  Club 
of  Notre  Dame.  He  belongs  to  an  impressive 
list  of  civic  and  charitable  and  religious 
organizations. 

His  two  daughters  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Mehrer 
III  and  Mrs.  Michael  O’Connor  are  both 
alumnae  of  Avila  College. 


Avila  Medal  Winners 


Sister  Olive  Louise  congratulates  winners  of 
the  Avila  Medal  of  Honor:  Rita  Martin  White 
and  Kathy  Paradoski.  (Cecilia  Gatson  not 
shown.) 


MEDAL  TO  FOUR 

Three  1969  graduates  and  one  alumna  were 
awarded  the  Avila  Medal  of  Honor  during  the 
graduation  festivities.  This  medal  of  honor  is 
conferred  on  persons  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  by  exceptional  service  and  loyalty. 

Dr.  Anna  Bailey  Coles  earned  her  bachelor 
of  science  in  nursing  degree  at  Avila  in  1958. 
Recently  she  was  named  first  dean  of  the  new 
baccalaureate  nursing  program  at  Howard 
University,  Washington,  D.C.  She  will  retain 
her  office  as  director  of  nursing  at  Freed- 
men’s  Hospital  in  Washington. 

Dr.  Coles  earned  her  master’s  degree  and 
doctorate  from  the  Catholic  University  of 
America,  Washington,  D.C.  In  1968  she  was 
appointed  by  the  mayor  of  Washington  to  serve 
on  the  Health  Planning  Advisory  Committee  of 
the  District  of  Columbia.  She  is  active  on  the 
Nurses’  Examining  Board,  the  D.C.  League 
for  Nursing,  and  the  American  Society  of 
Hospital  NursingService  Administrators.  She 
is  presently  serving  on  the  Task  Force  for 
Community  Planning  for  Nursing  in  the  D.C. 
Metropolitan  Area. 

The  1969  Avila  graduates  who  received  the 
Avila  medal  are  Mrs.  Rita  Martin  White, 
Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Kathleen  Paradoski, 
St.  Louis,  Missouri;  and  Cecilia  Gatson, 
Chillicothe,  Missouri. 


Anna  Bailey  Coles,  Ph.D. 


Board  Elects  V 

William  Webb  was  chosen  chairman  of  the 
Avila  Board  of  Councilors  by  unanimous  vote 
at  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  board  held  on 
April  30.  He  succeeds  Alfred  J.  Blasco  who 
has  served  as  chairman  since  1965.  At  the 
same  time  Helm  Lillis  was  chosenvice  chair- 
man of  the  board,  succeeding  Edward  Thorn- 
hill in  that  office. 

Webb  joined  the  board  at  Avila,  in  April, 
1967,  and  has  served  on  the  finance  committee 
since  that  time.  He  is  the  Secretary  of  Kansas 


SUMMER  SESSIONS 
June  16  to  July  25,  1969 
June  16  to  August  8,  1969 
June  23  to  August  1,  1969 


AVILA  COMMEIt 

The  Avila  Commencement  Exercises  will 
be  held  on  Saturday,  May  31,  at  8 p.m.  on  the 
terrace  of  the  administration  building.  Sister 
Olive  Louise  Dallavis,  President  of  Avila, 
will  confer  the  bachelor  of  arts  degree  on  49 
graduates  and  the  bachelor  of  science  in  nurs- 
ing degree  on  11  others. 

Patricia  Jansen  Doyle  ’51,  who  is  on  leave 
of  absence  from  the  KANSAS  CITY  STAR  for 
study  at  Stanford  University,  will  be  the 
speaker  for  the  occasion.  The  Most  Reverend 
Charles  H.  Helmsing,  Bishop  of  Kansas  City, 
will  give  the  salutation.  The  master  of  cere- 
monies will  be  the  new  chairman  of  the  Avila 
Board  of  Councilors,  William  D.  Webb. 

The  honorary  degree  of  doctor  of  business 
administration  will  be  conferred  on  Alfred  J. 
Blasco,  Senior  Vice  President  of  ISC  Indus- 
tries. Dr.  Anna  Bailey  Coles  *58,  first  dean 
of  the  baccalaureate  nursing  program  at 
Howard  University,  Washington,  D.C.,willbe 
awarded  the  Avila  Medal  of  Honor. 

Graduates  who  will  receive  their  bachelor 
of  arts  degree  are  the  following:  Suzanne 
Swann  Adams;  Sister  Dorothy  Albracht,  OSB; 
Patricia  Margaret  Bartholome;  Marjorie 
Alene  Benedum;  Diane  Patricia  Blee;  Felecia 
Bowen;  Rosina  Huber  Carroll;  Marie  Dolores 
Chettle;  Mary  Catherine  Collins;  Susan  Cece- 
lia Colombo;  Cathleen  Ann Connealy;  Barbara 
Marie  Conroy;  Truman  Kermit  Eldridge; 


/ebb  Chairman 

City  Power  and  Light  Company.  A graduate  of 
the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
he  has  many  affiliations  and  interests.  He  is 
a board  member  of  Myasthenia  Gravis  Foun- 
dation and  of  the  Boys  Clubs  of  Greater  Kansas 
City.  In  1968  he  was  area  chairman  of  the 
Heart  of  America  United  Campaign,  and  he 
will  serve  in  the  same  capacity  in  1969.  He  is 
married  and  has  four  daughters. 

Helm  Lillis  is  a partner  in  the  Lillis  Com- 
pany. He  was  elected  to  the  Avila  Board  of 
Councilors  in  1965.  A graduate  of  St.  Louis 
University,  he  is  married  to  an  Avila  alumna, 
Janet  Pflumm,  and  is  the  father  of  two  sons 
and  a daughter. 

The  board  elected  four  new  members: 
Richard  F.  Altman,  Richard  Coleman,  Justine 
Hopper,  and  Dorothy  Whitfield.  Their  terms 
of  office  extend  to  1972. 

:ement,  may  3i 

Bridget  Ann  Elley;  Karen  Manifold  Feehan; 
Sister  Casilda  Gomez;  Marilynn  Koehler 
Gramlich;  Margaret  Darline  Hagan;  Deborah 
Suzanne  Hantla;  Toni  Ann  Hesselbrock;  Mary 
Anne  Delaney  Holman;  Marcia  Jane  Hood; 
Diane  Katherine  Huddleston;  Patricia  Anne 
Jones;  Mary  Antoinette  Lutz;  Lucille  Leves- 
que McNamara;  Rita  Jean  Madison;  Eileen 
Marie  Moone;  Pauline  G.  Morin;  Kathleen 
Anne  Paradoski;  Susan  Marion  Patterson; 
Mary  Beth  Field  Piercy;  Diane  Pinkley; 
Norine  Regina  Reres;  Rosemary  Ryan;  Vicki 
Sue  Saviano;  Mary  Ann  Schloup;  Mary  Gene- 
vieve Schroepfer;  Therese  Ann  Scheffield; 
Mary  Jo  Sole;  Mary  Jo  Spellman;  Widad 
Spidari;  Judy  Jane  Stoll;  Linda  Lee  Taylor; 
Rita  Martin  White  (cum  laude);  Sister  Mar- 
jorie Wiedel;  Cynthia  Ann  Wolfe;  Sister  Mary 
Catherine  Zimmerman,  CSSF. 

Graduates  who  will  receive  their  bachelor 
of  science  degree  in  nursing  are  Mary  Patri- 
cia Aylward,  Lucinda  Marie  Bristow,  Mary 
Terese  Frank,  Cecelia  Marie  Gatson,  Jeanne 
Marie  Hokanson,  Vivian  Elsie  Joseph,  Doro- 
thy Ann  Kleine,  Mary  Patricia  McCarthy, 
Martha  Anne  Rupp,  Pamela  Ann  Shanks,  and 
Linda  Ann  Sturdivan. 

Candidates  for  degrees  to  be  conferred  on 
August  8,  1969,  are  Jeaneane  Marie  Jones, 
Margaret  Ann  Schmidt,  Sister  Clara  Schnei- 
der, Mary  Catherine  Steven,  Mary  Margaret 
Waris,  and  Evelyn  Jeannette  Wienecke. 


At  Home  in  Africa 


Mrs.  Steve  Lucas  (Anna  Jane  Wright  ’61), 
will  welcome  you  to  Tanzania  if  you  plan  to 
go  to  Africa.  Anna  Jane  has  been  livingthere 
since  last  July.  Her  husband,  Dr.  Lucas,  who 
is  a sociologist  and  a specialist  in  African 
government,  teaches  there. 

They  have  four  children  of  international 
background.  Stephen  was  born  when  they  lived 
in  Elizabethville,  South  Africa;  Sarah  Louise 
in  Lisbon,  Portugal;  Jennifer  in  Paris, 
France;  and  Amy  Christine  on  May  4,  1969, 
in  Dar  Es  Salaam,  Tanzania. 

When  Anna  Jane  graduated  from  Avila  in 
1961,  she  was  chosen  a Woodrow  Wilson 
fellow.  She  earned  her  M.A.  in  English  atthe 
University  of  Michigan  in  Ann  Arbor.  Since 
then  she  has  continued  her  studies  wherever 
she  is.  At  the  moment  she  is  studying  Swahili 
and  painting. 

Vacations  for  the  Lucases  bring  swims  in 
the  warm  Indian  Ocean  or  scenes  such  as  this 
one  with  zebras  in  the  background.  BAZAAR 
INTERNATIONAL  TRAVEL  used  a photo- 
graph of  Anna  Jane  surrounded  by  elephants 
as  a cover  illustration  last  year. 


IN  MEMORIAM 

Mrs,  Abbie  T.  McDonnell,  mother-in-law  of 
Mrs.  James  McDonnell,  Jr.  (Marjorie  Glee- 
son  ’35),  on  April  25,  in  Kansas  City,  Mis- 
souri. William  M.  Hain,  Sr.,  father  of  Sister 
Marcelline,  DC,  (Mary  Anne  Hain  ’60),  and 
Mrs.  Edward  O.  Gotway  (Dorothy  Hain  ’62), 
on  April  27,  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Alan 
T.  Switzer,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alan  T. 
Switzer  (Mary  E.  McNamara  ’31),  on  May  3, 
in  Kansas  C ity , Missouri.  Mrs.  John  Martin, 
Sr.,  mother  of  John  M,  Martin,  part-time 
instructor  at  Avila,  on  May  7,  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri.  Mrs.  Homer  M,  Riggs,  mother-in- 
law  of  Mrs.  Homer  T.  Riggs  (Nancie  Ford 
’66),  on  May  8,  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

BABIES 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  L.  Hannum  (Terri 
Mayer  ’56),  a daughter,  Carla  Jean,  on  April 
11,  in  Edina,  Minnesota.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  David 
W.  Armin  (Patricia  Adams  ’65),  a daughter, 
Ellen  Marie,  on  April  28,  in  Two  Harbors, 
Minnesota.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  L.  Truog 
(Mary  Jo  Jensen  ’60),  a daughter,  Margaret 
Johanna,  on  May  1,  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  Lucas  (Anna  Jane 
Wright  ’61),  a daughter,  Amy  Christine,  on 
May  4,  in  Dar  Es  Salaam,  Tanzania.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Kuo  (Irma  Li  ’69),  a daughter,  Lisa, 
on  May  10,  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

Parents  Club 
Elects  Officers 


The  1969-70  Officers  of  the  Avila  Parents  Club  are 
left  to  right:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Hauser,  President; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Aziere,  Vice  President  (back  row); 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  McCarthy,  Secretary  (right);  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Randall  Kelly,  Treasurer  (not  shown  on 
picture). 
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